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On Jordan’s Bank 
WINCHESTER NEW 

 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 
Then cleansed be ev’ry soul from sin; 
Make straight the way of God within, 

Prepare we in our hearts a home, 
Where such a mighty guest may come. 

 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our sure reward; 

Shine forth, and let thy light restore 
Our souls to heav’nly grace once more. 

 

Penitential Rite 
 

I Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Responsorial Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 
Justice Shall Flourish in His Time,  
and Fullness of Peace for Ever. 

 

II Reading Romans 15:4-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Homily 
 
 

The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, 

the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 

At the words that follow up to and including “the Virgin Mary,” all bow. 

 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 

He descended into hell; 
on the third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; 
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of Saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful 

We pray to the Lord – Lord Hear Our Prayer 
 

Like a Shepherd 
Bob Dufford SJ 

 
Refrain 

Like a shepherd he feeds his flock 
and gathers the lambs in his arms, 

holding them carefully close to his heart, 
leading them home. 

 
Say to the cities of Judah: 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Go to the mountaintop, lift your voice: 

Jerusalem, here is your God. 
 

Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna in the highest 

 

Memorial Acclamation 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death, O Lord until you come again, until you come 

again. 
 

Great Amen 
Amen, amen, amen 
Amen, amen, amen 



Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world 

Have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world 

Have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world 

Grant us peace 
into the world. 

 

One Bread, One Body 
John Foley SJ 

 
Refrain 

One bread, one body, 
one Lord of all, 

one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, 
throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord. 
 

Gentile or Jew, 
servant or free, 

woman or man, no more. 
 

Many the gifts, 
many the works, 

one in the Lord of all. 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most 
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I 

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot 
now receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

Christ, Be Our Light 
Bernadette Farrell 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
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TODAYS READINGS 
 

1.Isaiah 11: 1`-10 
In the previous passage, God has cut down the lofty 
trees of Israel, representing the royal house.  As this 
excerpt begins, God will raise a shoot from that 

stump.  This new king will be close to the heart of God 
and because of this, is gifted by God with spiritual gifts 
which have later come to be seen as the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit.  The reign of this new king will be marked 
by a profound respect for God’s word, rather than self-
interest, human projects or political alliances.  The 
promised well-being will transform the whole of creation, 
returning it to the innocence of life in the Garden of 
Eden.   
 
 
2.Romans 15: 4-9 
In the opening lines of this excerpt, Paul underscores the 
value of Scripture, for instruction, encouragement and 
hope.  While delivered to one generation of believers, it 
continues to speak to every generation.  In the case at 
hand, this word of hope is directed to a community 
where division between Jew and Gentile was threatening 
their unity in Christ, Who, Himself, set the example as to 
how each member of the community should treat 
another.   
 
 
3.Matthew 3: 1-12 
Regarded as a significant figure who stood out among 
his contemporaries, John was widely regarded as the 
prophet of his day, proclaiming the urgency of 
repentance before the coming judgment of the 
Lord.  Such repentance would reap rewards while failure 
would reap its own punishment.  John ritualizes this 
repentance in a baptismal cleansing, to which even the 
Pharisees and Sadducees were drawn.  The quality of 
their repentance is aggressively challenged by John who 
warns them of yet another to come whose work will be 
the final judgment of God.   
 
 

Reflections for the Week 
 
 
1.Are you a source of wisdom and understanding, and 
counsel and strength and knowledge for those around 
you? 
 
 
2.Is there someone who has been a John the Baptist in 
your life?  And how did you respond to that message? 
 
 
3.How do you make ready a path for the Lord – in 
yourself, and in others. 
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