Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 18, 2022
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Dear Friends,

A big THANK YOU to the choirs of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church, the Adult Choir, the Children’s Choir, the
Contemporary Band, the Bell Choir, the Spanish Choir and
the Cantors for the beautiful gift of Advent and Christmas
music they gave us on the evening of Dec. 9". In a
wonderful mixing of style and meaning they presented the
Christmas Story as an inspiration and as entertainment.
What an incredible array of talent was on display that
evening and what an extraordinary gift of that talent to the
parish community. Not to take away from any other group,
for me, it was the Children’s Choir who made my night. But
thank you to all, and to the leaders and directors for all you
do for the Music Ministry here at OLMC, not just on that
night but for adding to the praise and worship we give to
the Lord in our weekly liturgies every week. We are
grateful.

Of course, at the end of the concert, we lit the tree and went
downstairs for a really “sociable” reception. Thank you to
all those who prepared and served it. All in all, it was a
great evening. For those who could not come, next year,
make plans to be part of this annual tradition. You can catch
the concert on line in our film library. (As an aside, it
doesn’t look like the (Big Blue) tree will be lit much past
the Christmas season.

I want to remind everyone again about the possibilities for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you’re reading this
online, the three opportunities for confession are still
available, Saturday (12/17) from 1:00PM-2:00PM; Monday
(12/19) from 7:00PM-8:00PM and the Parish Penance
Service, with Scripture, Song, and individual confession,
Wednesday (12/21) at 7:30 PM. If you’re reading this in
hardcopy, only Monday and Wednesday are still available.
No confessions will be heard Saturday, Christmas Eve,
12/24. The lessening of the pandemic and the opening of a
new door for the New Year is a great time to sweep away
the old, and begin fresh for the new life that awaits us in the
New Year. Take advantage of these opportunities and
come.

I just want to say a final word on the Christmas celebration.
Christmas, in its original and religious sense, is the
remembering of God’s tremendous love for his creation,
especially that part of it we call—humankind. Made in
God’s image and likeness, humankind drifted away from
God’s original design and sinned. The Christ-event is God’s
special GRACE in not only calling us back, but showing us
how to get back and giving us Himself, as the way to get
back, in the God-man, Jesus Christ, who now walks with
us, individually, each and every one of us, and communally,
as his church. The beginning of this Christ-event is
celebrated in the Nativity—Christmas. Like all
beginnings, it starts with hope, joy, dreams of a better
tomorrow. Even with the social trappings that surround it,
the Christmas celebration begins and ends with the
remembering of that Nativity. During and even after (if we
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can say after) the pandemic, many have substituted other
ways of celebrating and remembering this Nativity,
including livestreaming. This year, if you are physically
able, come back to the in-person celebration of the
beginning of your journey with your God. Let us join
together as His special community to celebrate His love and
to experience again the bond of faith that makes His people
one. We have so many celebrations, liturgies, precisely to
allow His people to praise and thank Him for the gift of
divine life in His Son. Let this be the moment to place your
trust in Him, to be filled with the dreams and visions of a
better tomorrow and to sing His praise in the company of all
who believe that this God is to be loved, celebrated and
worshipped. Please join us either Saturday afternoon/
evening or Sunday. And make this the beginning of a whole
new life with God. By the way, if the celebrations at 4:00
and 5:30 in the church are full, please walk over to the
auditorium where the celebrations will be just as warm and
joyful.
God Bless,
Fr. Ron

STEWARDSHIP

“Paul, set apart for the Gospel of God, the Gospel about His
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Him we have received
the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience of faith,
among the Gentiles, among whom are you also, who are called
to belong to Jesus Christ, called to be holy.” The Christian
Steward accepts this call to be holy through obedience, as
challenged by Paul in the 2™ Reading. In pursuit of this
holiness, he/she offers gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure, to
build up this Kingdom, just as Paul did. Through these gifts,
the Steward hopes to grow in holiness and, thus, attain eternal
life.

The parish Stewardship of Treasure in the in-pew collection
last week was $16,153. God bless your generosity in building
the Kingdom.

CHRISTMAS MAss GREETERS STILL NEEDED
Can you smile? Can you say “Merry Christmas and
welcome to Mount Carmel?” Can you pass out a worship
aid to people as they arrive and wish people an energetic
farewell as they leave: “Have a blessed Christmas” “We
can’t wait to see you again?”

Many have volunteered to be greeters already but, as of
this writing, we're still looking to fill a few spots. If you can
help, please register on the homepage of our website or by
scanning the QR code below.
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ADVENT MORNING PRAYER CONTINUES
THROUGH THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23%°
Join us for Morning Prayer, Monday-Friday, 6AM, Lower
Level of the School Bldg.- Enter Through Rear Door
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SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
A HoLy DAY oF OBLIGATION

SATURDAY, NEW YEAR’S EVE
5:30PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY, NEW YEAR’S DAY

8:00AM | 9:30AM | 11:00AM | 12:30PM | 6:30PM
3:00PM (SPANISH MASS)

CALLING
ALL SANTA’S
HELPERS!

We will decorate the church for the Feast of the
Nativity THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23%°,
immediately following the 8:30am Mass. We would
be grateful for anyone who can help—even for a
little while—with stringing lights, climbing ladders,
arranging poinsettias, etc.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS SERVING IN THE MILITARY:
Aedan Cannon, Matthew Casale, Edgar Delgado,

James Nardelli, Robert Smith




Fourth Sunday of Advent

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
WHEN FAMILIES GATHER

e Send your family picture/Christmas card which will be
placed on the screens in the Church for the Christmas
Masses. Upload your greeting on the parish website!

Deadline to upload your family Christmas card is Dec. 18th.

There’s SOMETHING NEW coming
To Our Lady of Mt. Carmel!

CHRISTLIFE: DISCOVERING CHRIST
What you can expect:

¢+ ADELICIOUS FREE MEAL
. ¢ TIME AND CONVERSATION WITH OTHER

PARTICIPANTS

¢ JOYFUL PRAYER

¢ AN OPPORTUNITY TO KNOW JESUS LIKE YOU
MAY NEVER HAVE BEFORE AND GO DEEPER
WITH YOUR FAITH

¢ A JUDGMENT FREE, SAFE ENVIRONMENT

Join us for the first few sessions of this seven session series
and see for yourself.

Who is it for? ANYONE! Lifelong Catholics. Non-Catholics.
Catholics who are questioning the Catholic faith. This series
is perfect for anyone looking to explore and discuss their
faith journey in a non-judgmental environment with others.

CHRISTLIFE: Discovering Christ
Seven Thursday Nights
JANUARY 12—MARCH 2 | 7:00PM-9:15 PM
Dinner Included
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Center

Reserve your seat today!
i

RSVP at www.bit.ly/disc2023 or by this
=55

QR code, or by contacting the front office
at 201.444.2000 x200 or
lobby@olmcridgewood.com

Men’s Cornerstone Retreat
SAVE THE DATE!
January 27 & 28, 2023

This is a 26 hour retreat beginning Friday evening at 7PM
and ending Saturday evening at 9PM. The retreat will be
held in Mt. Carmel’s Parish Center.

This is not your typical retreat. You will hear witnesses
relate their story of how faith has changed their lives. The
camaraderie developed here is invaluable.

This year’s theme is “Reflect ~ Renew
~ Rebirth.” Reflect on the blessings in
life; Renew your faith in God; Rebirth—
with Christ, all things are new.

Details and registration link available at
www.olmcridgewood.com or by scanning the QR code above.

For more information, contact Jim Roth: jamesjroth@msn.com

For those who access this bulletin online Friday:

The Spanish Apostolate presents...

Jhe Nativity. Play
In English and Spanish

Friday Night, December 16" | 7PM
Main Church

Everyone is Welcome!
Refreshments immediately following in the Parish Center.

Please prayerfully consider
joining fellow parishioners by
supporting Our Lady of Mt Carmel
through a recurring online gift.

Look for the WeShare link on our homepage
or call 877.316.0260

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ILL MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
Michael Bucci, Reynaldo Caling, Art Carpenter, Ellin Carroll,
Peter Colgan, Maria de la Rosa, Kay & Bill Forster, Joan
D’Gerolamo, Agnes Duffy, Kitty Gill, Frank Gillen, Susan
Hart-White, Marc Johnson, Tom Keleher, Claudia LaFrance,
Anna Lobascio, Dennis Maloney, Juan Martinez, Cambell
McArthur, Gemma Miller, Mark Mongon, Pat Mullen, Bea
O’Rourke, Joseph Pasculli, Margaret Peak, Cathy Ricciuto,
Gerard Rolling, Michael Runz, Donald Schwenker, Barbara
Sidote, Don Strittmatter, Dennis Tomala, Walter John Zelop,
Jr.

Parishioners may call the Rectory with the name of a family
member who is sick to have them included in our prayers.




DECEMBER 18, 2022

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION (PEA)
CHAPEL IS OPEN 24/7
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Everyone is invited to participate. Better yet, sign up for
a scheduled hour once a week, every week to help keep
the door open to anyone seeking peace, to anyone
seeking God. It brings about abundant blessings to us and
to everyone around us.

THERE IS AN URGENT NEED FOR SCHEDULED
ADORERS DURING THE FOLLOWING TIMES

3-4AM, 5-6PM
4-5 AM; 10-11PM

Contact Cynthia Torres:
551.574.1063, cynthiabtorres@yahoo.com

Tuesdays:
Saturdays:

The Church Welcomes...

The following 17 children who were baptized in
Christ during the month of November..

Ann Eileen Brady, daughter of Michael & Katelyn
Jonathan Lucas Wong, son of Hung & Jessica
James Connors Wright, son of Douglas & Andrea
Dominic Scott Gannitello, son of Joseph & Brianna
Robert Briggs Ciecwisz, son of Robert & Michelle
Thea Kenzie Negado, daughter of Cesar & Kim
Cameron Zayn Aly, son of Samuel & Diane

Vincent James Ferrato, son of Matthew & Stephanie
Henry Juo Guiliano, son of Alexander & Sharon
Jason Christopher Lopez, son of Alloman & Kristine
Aiden Lee Camacho, son of Heriberto & Leti
Kamilah Rose Garcia, daughter of Jamil & Edmmy
Jesse Michael Wisz, son of Michael & Jaime
Isabelle Grace Bader, daughter of Raymond & Allyse
Declan Richard Patrick Corkery, son of Devin & Anne
Martin Echenique, son of Juan & Maria

Leila Grace Schlemm, daughter of Erik & Cristina

Sun. Dec. 18 12:00NN CYO Basketball (Gym)
1:30PM Bell Choir (PCB)

1:30PM RCIA (MR)

1:30PM K of C Christmas Party (PC)
4:00PM Spanish Apostolate (PC)
5:00PM Jr. High 8C (PC)

7:30PM Jr. High 8D (PC)

5:00PM CYO Basketball (Gym)
3:45PM Jr. High Grade 8 Make Up (PC)
4:00PM Religious Ed. Grades 1-6 (Gym)
5:00PM Children’s Choir (Church)
6:00PM CYO Basketball (Gym)
7:00PM Adult Choir (Church)

7:30PM Neocatechumenal Way (NCW)
12:45PM WCST Knitting Group (Library)
6:00PM CYO Basketball (Gym)
7:30PM Neocatechumenal Way (NCW)
7:30PM Parish Penance Service (Church)
5:00PM CYO Basketball (Gym)

7:30PM Pray the Rosary (Chapel)
9:00AM Decorate the Church (Church)

Mon. Dec. 19
Tues. Dec.. 20

Wed. Dec. 21

Thurs. Dec. 22

Fri. Dec. 23

UPCOMING FOOD DRIVE
DATES ANNOUNCED

JAN. 21T | FEB. 11™ | MARCH 18™
Drive Thru Drop Off in the School Bldg. Driveway

9AM—12 Noon
These Food Drives support: Fr. English Food
Pantry, Social Services Association, and

Ridgecrest Senior Living. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated by those served.

The Community Thrift Shop
85 Godwin Avenue (lower level, rear) Midland Park,

Donation Drop Off Hours
(Seasonal Items Only Accepted)
Mondays, 10AM-12NN
Shopping Hours (Cash Only)
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, 10AM-4PM

Request the sale of any donations you make
benefit OLMC MOMs—#97.

Clean & Wearable Clothing; Household Items,
Small Furniture; Bric-a-Brac; Books;
Working Electronics

Questions? Call 201.652.7661
during open hours only.

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25,
& MoNDAY, DECEMBER 26

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 & SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
& MONDAY, JANUARY 2

Our regular Mass schedule is in effect except as
noted on Page 3 for Christmas.

A priest is always available for emergencies.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Monday, Dec. 19
+ 6:30AM Patricia Engel
req Peggy Frazza
+ 8:30AM Mary Dluhy
req Linda English
+12:00NN Joseph Colavita
req Liz Bozian
Tuesday, Dec. 20
+ 6:30AM Patricia Engel
req Cathy, Tim & Sean Hunt
+ 8:30AM Danny McGinley
req His Family
+12:00NN Carmen Gragnano, Jr.
req Marilyn & Don Becker
Wednesday, Dec. 21 Saint Peter Canisius,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
+ 6:30AM Larry & Mary Hanlon
req The Bolduc Family
+ 8:30AM Michael Dougherty
req The Mulvey Family
+12:00NN Derek Morin
req Marija Picinic-Lizzi & Family
Thursday, Dec. 22
+ 6:30AM Sal Benanti
req The O’Rourke Family
+ 8:30AM Hortensia Garrido
req The McClure Family
+12:00NN Ellen G. Hughes
req The Dunworth Family
Friday, Dec. 23 Saint John Kanty, Priest
+ 6:30AM Antoni Gozdz
req The Rieger Family
+ 8:30AM Angele Ekert
req Ann & Stephen Levitan
+12:00NN Angele Ekert
req Her Parents
Saturday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
+ 8:30AM Marybeth Frank Pettenati
req Carole & Bill Frank
4:00PM For the People of the Parish—Church
4:00PM For the People of the Parish—Aud.
5:30PM For the People of the Parish—Church
5:30PM For the People of the Parish—Aud.
7:00PM For the People of the Parish
12:00Midnight For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Dec. 25 The Nativity of the Lord
8:00AM For the People of the Parish
9:30AM For the People of the Parish
11:00AM For the People of the Parish
12:30PM For the People of the Parish—Church
12:30PM For the People—Auditorium/Spanish)

NO 6:30PM MASS CHRISTMAS DAY

Visit Our Website
www.olmcridgewood.com

TODAY’S READINGS

1. Isaiah 7:10-14

In this reading, the prophet confronts the pride of the
royal house. King Ahaz seeks a way to secure the city
against a powerful Assyria. The Northern Kingdom,
Israel, has already entered into an alliance with Syria
and now they seek to persuade Judah, under Ahaz’ rule,
to join with them. Ahaz is asked to seek a sign from the
Lord but, with a dishonest humility that hides his pride,
he prefers to place more trust in his own plans. Isaiah
announces that the king will get the sign that he doesn’t
want, but instead of being a sign of deliverance, it will
be a sign of his failure.

2. Romans 1:1-7

Paul introduces himself to a community he did not
found. He writes to the Greek-speaking immigrants for
whose benefit he believes he had been set apart, so that
the good news of God’s universal love would be made
known. What will follow will be a summation of Paul’s
understanding of the Gospel, its message, its purpose
and its consequences. But this excerpt today is the
introduction in which Paul identifies himself as slave
and apostle, and Jesus as Son, Who died and rose to call
everyone to faith, obedience and holiness.

3. Matthew 1:18-24

Ever the knowledgeable Jew, Matthew uses the
prophecy of Isaiah to introduce his readers to the “birth
announcement” of Jesus, the Christ. Jesus is the
Immanu-El, the God-With-Us. Regardless of whom
Isaiah might have meant, Matthew understands Jesus to
be the ultimate fulfillment, the Davidic decendency
fulfilled by legal adoption by Joseph, who puts aside his
concern about Mary’s pregnancy after the angelic
appearance in his dream. In assuming the responsibility
for naming the child, Joseph exercises a father’s legal
responsibility, assuring the fulfillment of the Isaiah
prophecy.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

1. God promised Immanuel, God-With-Us. Has God
been with you and your family during the
pandemic? Is God with you today?

2. Because of his response, Joseph becomes the
“father” (in a spiritual sense) of Jesus. How are you
a spiritual parent to those around you?

3. God surprised Joseph who, nevertheless, said yes,
even in his own confusion. What about you? When
surprised by God, do you say yes, even in your
confusion?

NEXT WEEKEND’S PRESIDERS
See the 2022 Christmas Schedule on Page 3.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED
Academy of Our Lady is in need of substitute teachers.
Background check and attendance at Protecting God’s
Children workshop are required. If interested, contact Katie
Branagh, 201.445.0622




Josephine
Tarabocchia

Home Furnishing &
Sleep Consultant

551-228-7650
201-888-7888
Parishioner over 10 years

165 NJ-4
PARAMUS, NJ

First Class Elegance at

an Affordable Price

17 South Broad Streel,
Ridgewood, MJ 07450

201.857.5100

201.768.0218
porrofinancial com

PEARL RESTAURANT

Maodern ltalian Cuising

Mill Gardens

An Assisted Living Residence

36 Faner Rd., Midland Park, NJ
201-493-7400

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

Charles J. Perruzzi, DMD
Joshua B. Austein, DMD
Mallory J. Leibman, DMD

wecare@westridgewooddental.com

Dental Professionals, PA www.westridgewooddental.com

88 West Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood, NJ
Ph: 201-652-8875 * Fax: 201-652-3333

JV DENTAL LABORATORY LLC

Needs Dental Technician
with Experience in Acrylic
Part Time / Full Time « Se Habla Espanol
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
201-926-9805

BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS
SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907
PATRICK J. BURKE, Arborist Representative
NJ CERTIFIED TREE EXPERT #431
201-444-0002 « www.bartlett.com
33 Zazzetti Street, Waldwick, NJ 07463

Family Owned Since 1913

“Small enough to know you, large enough to serve you.” - Frank Kilroy

288 Rock Road, Glen Rock, NJ
201-444-5151

Open 7 Days a Week
MON-FRI 8AM-9PM
SAT 8AM-7PM
SUN 8AM-6PM

www.kilroyswondermarket.com

Buying? Selling?
No matter your real estate
needs, I can help!
Albert Stampone, Parishioner
201.403.5453

ajstampone@gmail.com
albert-stampone.weichert.com

15 W. Ridgewood Avenue
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

SLATE - FLAT ROOFS Lic #13VH01246100
SHINGLES

COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL - CONDOS
TPO, EPDM & PVC Roofing - Shingle Roofing
Garden Roofs - Slate Roofing = Rooftop Decks

Gutters = Chimneys - Skylights

e 201-891-2424

www.alpineroofingexperts.com

Installation & Repairs
Hot Water Heaters - Gas Boiler Service
NjLic. #6980 Plumbing Repairs

Senior Cilizen Discounts
201-847-1737 ¢ Parishioner

CONTACT ME
Jim Marcinkiewicz

Land tour

Land Tour Dates: July 17, 2023 - July 25, 2023.

Journey to the Holy Land

(ST#2117990-70 Land tour

Fatima, Lourdes & Shrines of Spain Pilgrimage
Land Tour Dates: May 12, 2023 - May 23, 2023 | July 7, 2023 - July 18, 2023
Special Journey with Fr. Tomasz Wilk April 17-29, 2023
Land tour starting at $1969 per person (based on double occupancy)
Footsteps of Apostle Paul (Land and Cruise Tour)
Land Tour Dates: May 28, 2023 - June 6, 2023 | August 20, 2023 - August 29, 2023

per p!

Call Brian at Catholic Cruises and Tours for more i

per p!

ion (860) 399-1785 | www.catholiccruisesandtours.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Ridgewood, NJ  04-0053



« Free Consultations
« Private Rooms
» Competitive Pricing

60 W. RIDGEWOOD AVE
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450

DR. MARISSA CLEMENTE
DR. MICHAEL CLEMENTE 201-447-2888
DR. NICOLE CLEMENTE www.ClementeOrthodontics.com

#1 INVISALIGN PROVIDER IN BERGEN & ROCKLAND COUNTIES
« Evening & Saturday Appointments
« Accelerated Braces / Invisalign Options

Chef Cesar Sotomayor
201-857-0437

cafe37nj@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS

Call us for your private events!

37 South Broad St, Ridgewood NJ 07450
www.cafe-37.com

FRED CHURCHILL
LICENSE #7239

Scott Muller

201-934-9556

[ C.C. Van Fmburgh, Inc.

Funeral Home
The Only Family Owned and
Operated Funeral Home in Ridgewood
David M. Sigler, Mgr. NJ Lic.# 4170
-

306 E. Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood
(corner of Maple Ave.)
Spacious off-street Parking

201-445-0344

ORTHOPEDIC CARE
PHYSICAL THERAPY CENTER

“Hands On Care”
Richard C. Balch, P.T. - License # 40QA00190000
23-00 Rt. 208, Fair Lawn
201-796-1138 * www. orthopediccarePT com

scottmuller@allstate.com

20+ years proud parishioner.

@) Alistate.

You're in good hands.

10298385

© 2019 Allstate Insurance Co.

Margaret Sullivan
Attorney At Law
Real Estate « Wills « Estates

171 E. Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood
201-652-6400

FUNERAL HOME

Feeney

M.D. DeBellis, Mgr.
NJ Lic. No. 5195

444-7650
232 Franklin Ave., Ridgewood
www.feeneyfuneralhome.com

\
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A e
BERGEN COUNTY . . 68 PASSAIC STREET, RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450 JDVII@VAUGHANANDCO.COM
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE N E joseph-hurley.weichert.com « 201-445-9500 201-444-1361 Ext. 1 WWW.VAUGHANANDCO.COM

Kimberly A. Paton
Attorney at Law

A Full Service Firm Including Elder Law
And Asset Preservation

The Paton Law Firm, LLC 201-291-1603

33-11 Broadway, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 | 134 Haines Road, Toms River, NJ 08753
www.patonlawfirm.com | kimberly@patonlawfirm.net

SUNDAY BRUNCH
10:30 AM
PWT

Lunch 30 Oak Street Unique
and Downtown Ridgewood  Special
Dnner  201.445-5400  Events
60-175

days parkwesttavern.com

Each offce is independently owned & operated

Bamboo House
Szechuan Cuisine
;]
28 South Broad St.  Ridgewood

Tel: (201) 447-3111
/ (201) 447-2102

HANDYMAN SERVICES
No job too small « AoOL Parent
Free Estimates « Fully Insured
Joe Komar - 201-873-3968

ReliableHandymanJoe@gmail.com
NJ Lic 13VH08776000

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Ridgewood, NJ  04-0053



