
  

Our Mission 
We the people of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
believe in Jesus Christ and embrace his  teachings. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we accept His call to be 

the Light of the World through Word, Worship, 
Community Building and Service to all. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Communal Baptisms are held every 
month on the first Sunday at 1:30pm 
and on the third Saturday at 
11:00am (with some exceptions). 
Register a month or two in advance 
for the Baptismal Program. 

 
SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION (Confessions) 
 

Saturday 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Other times by pre-arranged appt. 
with a priest. Communal Penance 
celebrations (with individual 
confessions) are celebrated in 
Advent and Lent and will be 
announced. 

 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
 

Those who wish to enter the 
Catholic faith and Catholics who 
wish to complete the sacraments 
of First Eucharist and Confirmation 
are most welcome to begin the 
journey at any time. 
Call the Rectory.  

 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
 

Registered parishioners regularly 
practicing the Faith at our Parish 
are welcomed to contact the 
Rectory one year in advance 
of a proposed wedding date. 
Specific dates are only discussed 
after meeting with a Priest. 
Couples must attend a pre-Cana 
program and provide required 
Sacramental and other 
documentation. 

 
VOCATIONS 
 

Is God calling you to the 
priesthood or religious life? 
Speak to one of our priests or call 
the Archdiocesan Vocations Office 
at 973.313.6190, Newarkpriest.com 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
 

The Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick will be administered 
at anytime in an emergency and 
also at parish celebrations during 
the year. Consult the bulletin for  
dates. Communion is brought to  
the sick, the elderly and the  
homebound by priests of the  
parish and by Eucharistic  
ministers.  The priests also visit  
the local hospital regularly. If you 
or a family member is  
hospitalized, please contact the 
Rectory to make arrangements. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
The Parish Family of 

One Passaic Street, Ridgewood, New Jersey  07450 
www.olmcridgewood.com 

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
 

Wඍඍඓඍඖඌඛ 
Saturday:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 
12:30pm, 3:00pm (Spanish) and 6:30pm 

 

Wඍඍඓඌඉඡඛ 
6:30am, 8:30am and 12:00 noon 

Saturdays:  8:30am 
 

H඗ඔඡ Dඉඡඛ 
Eve:  7:30pm (anticipated) 

6:30am, 8:30am, and 12:00 noon 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 27, 2026 



2 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
www.olmcridgewood.com 

 

Parish Office:  1 Passaic Street, Ridgewood, NJ 07450-4309 
Phone:   201.444.2000    Fax:   201.444.2002 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday—9AM-8PM | Saturday-Sunday—9AM-2PM 

 
SERVED BY 
 

Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Emery, J.C.L., Pastor 
  Ext. 201, msgremery@aol.com 
Rev. Jakov Vidov, Parochial Vicar 
  Ext. 202, jvidov@olmcridgewood.com 
Rev. John Carlos De Sousa, Parochial Vicar 
  Ext. 203, jcdesousa@olmcridgewood.com 
Rev. Msgr. Ronald J. Rozniak, P.A., Pastor Emeritus 
  frron.stgabes@gmail.com 
Fr. Felix Ugwuozor, Parochial Vicar 
  Ext. 218, fugwuozo@yahoo.com 
Rev. Mert J. Cordero, Valley Hospital Chaplain 
  201.447.8150 
Deacon Bob Liwanag 
  bob.liwanag@olmcridgewood.com 
 
MINISTRY ASSOCIATES 
 

Glen McCall, Director, Parish Youth Ministry 
  201.444.9302, Ext. 300, gmccall@olmcridgewood.com 
Nicholas Fallivene, Director of Junior High Ministry 
  201.444.9302, Ext. 302, nfallivene@olmcridgewood.com 
Cathy Hunt, Parish Catechetical Leader 
  201.444.0211, Ext. 401, chunt@olmcridgewood.com 
Pat McGarvie, Asst. Parish Catechetical Leader 
  201.444.0211 Ext. 400, pmcgarvie@olmcridgewood.com 
Elijah Mayse, Notre Dame Echo Apprentice 
  201.444.0211, Ext. 403, emayse@olmcridgewood.com 
Sr. Mary Spano, Pastoral Associate for the 
  Sick, Elderly, Homebound 
  Ext. 402, mspano@olmcridgewood.com 
Peter W. Sicko, Director of Music Ministry 
  Ext. 207, MtCarmelMusic58@aol.com 
Katy Clemente, Principal, 
  Academy of Our Lady Parish School, 
  201.445.0622, kclemente@academyofourlady.org 
Tom Strahle, Chair, Parish Council 
  t.strahle@att.net 
 
SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Peggy Frazza, Parish Secretary Emerita 
Patti Roche, Receptionist 
  Ext. 200, lobby@olmcridgewood.com 
Lori O’Reilly, Bookkeeper 
  Ext. 206, loreilly@olmcridgewood.com 
Jocelin Hernandez, Youth Ministry Administrative Asst. 
  201.444.9302, Ext. 301, jhernandez@olmcridgewood.com 
Maricel de los Reyes, Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Ext. 403, mdelosreyes@olmcridgewood.com 

O  L   M  C  

A Message from the Staff 
“Preach the Gospel Always; When necessary, use words.” From 
the first time I saw this quote from St. Francis of Assisi, I have 
tried to embody it.  
 

In reflecting back, I have always been a person who relies more 
on a person’s actions as opposed to the words they say. For me, 
actions always speak louder than words. Why? I guess because I 
have found it’s harder to misinterpret someone’s actions but can 
easily do so just by listening to their words. 
  

For as long as I have attempted to follow St. Francis’ advice, I 
have also volunteered at the Fr. English Food Pantry in Paterson.  
 

How do these two correlate to the  each other?  
 

Well, most of the clients who depend on the food pantry to help 
their family deal with food insecurity speak Spanish as their pri-
mary language with English being difficult for most of them. I am 
the direct opposite. English – no problem. Spanish – no bueno! 

To discover their needs or answer their questions, I had to devise 
a way to do this without using words. Sometimes, just pointing 
solved the issue or pantomiming got the message across.  
 

Recently, a mom and her two school aged children were visiting 
the pantry. The start of school was two weeks away and the fami-
ly was going down the aisle with school supplies. I could see the 
look of desire in the children’s eyes as they saw the new book-
bags. Their mom was more concerned with the food needs as op-
posed to school supplies and paid no attention to the supplies.  
 

I stopped the mom and told her that if the kids wanted a bookbag, 
they could take one. She stared at me with a look that said, “I have 
no clue what you are saying to me.” So, I just pointed to the kids 
and then pointed to the bookbags. Her facial expression immedi-
ately changed. Her eyes widened, the biggest smile came across 
her face. I could see the “light bulb” go on over her head, fully 
understanding what I was trying to say and grateful that I noticed 
a need for her children. She looked at the two kids, who were now 
filled with anticipation of getting a new bookbag for the first day 
of school. Mom spoke to them in Spanish, they started jumping up 
and down with joy and giggling.  
 

I told the kids they could pick whatever bookbag they wanted. 
They could choose the color, the multicolored design or animated 
character they liked best. Each chose their favorite and immedi-
ately put it on! The smile on their faces, the pride in their walk, 
the sheer appreciation in their eyes was all I needed to see. No 
words were necessary. 
 

This also reminds me of a line in the Prayer of St. Francis… “It is 
in giving that we receive.” You might be saying to yourself, “Nice 
story Glen, but how did you preach the Gospel by helping kids to 
get a new backpack for school?” Well, I don’t believe we need to 
“hit people over the head” with the Gospel Message. Sometimes 
we have to leave it up to the Holy Spirit! 
 

I am confident the Holy Spirit enlightened these two kids… 
• To give Thanks to God for those who donated the bookbags 
• To realize they are worthy of God’s love because someone  

cared for them 
• To realize they were respected and treated with dignity as a 

child of God 
• To say to themselves, “One day I want to do this for a child 

who doesn’t have a bookbag” 
 

As we approach the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi on October 
4th, remember to “Preach the Gospel Always; When necessary, 
use words”! 

Prayerfully, Glen McCall 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

The parish Stewardship of Treasure last week was 
$15,161. May God continue to bless all who are 
generous in their support of the work of the Gospel. 
Electronic giving—WeShare/Venmo helps the parish 
to better manage its resources. Why not give it a try. 

Look for the WeShare link on our website homepage, 
Scan this QR Code, or call 877.316.0260 

A recurring online gift 
To Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
is the best way to sustain 
the mission of this parish 

all year long. 

COME & LISTEN 
 

CATECHESIS FOR ADULTS & YOUTH (12 YEARS+) 
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS 8:00PM 

 

Starting Monday—SEPTEMBER 28th 
 

Everyone is Invited 
 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Center 
201.444.2000 x202 

(Free Babysitting will be provided) 

HE IS THE WORD announced by the MESSENGER 
who will take flesh IN YOU by listening 

JUST LIKE IT HAPPENED TO MARY 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Returns This Sunday at the 9:30AM Sunday Mass… 

For ALL Ages (NEW!) 
Volunteers needed 

9:30AM Sunday Mass 
 

“Let the little children come to me.” ~ Matthew 19:14 
 

Children of all ages are invited to join our 
weekly children’s liturgy at the 9:30AM 
Mass. We look forward to the return of the 
young children who have been attending and 
we welcome older children as helpers with 
readings and activities. 
 

We need volunteers to keep this going. 
High school students are welcome to help 
with planning and activities. Leaders take 
turns so you don’t need to be there every week. It’s 
easy, rewarding and fun! 
 

After the opening prayers, children are 
called to the front of the church and we 
lead them to the chapel for a children’s 
version of readings and prayers. Parents 
are always welcome to come along. We 
return for the offertory. 
 

Join us one Sunday to see how it works. 
Please use the QR code for any questions or interest 
you may have. 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week 
commemorates the memory of Grace Cua 

The candles present at our Mass of 
Remembrance on September 11th will 
burn in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
for our deceased brothers and sister. 

COME TO ME ALL OF YOU WHO ARE TIRED AND BURDENED 
AND I WILL RESTORE YOU ~ Mt 11:28 

Are you suffering? 

Unable to forgive even yourself? 

Do you feel alone? Anxious and fearful? 
 

Courage! Christ is Alive! 

Weekly Offering Envelopes 
September/October Offertory Envelopes were not mailed 
to families because the company that supplies them 
experienced a production problem. The company hopes to 
have new envelopes mailed out soon. 
 

You can place your offering in any envelope with your 
name and envelope number on it or, simply, write your 
envelope number on the memo line of your check. 
 

Now might be a good time… 
With the two recent production issues, now might be the 
time to switch to online support for the parish. Follow the 
WeShare link on the homepage of our website. 

Community Events 
Offered by Valley Hospital 

 
My Aching Back 
 
Thursday, October 1,2:15 - 3:15 p.m. 
The Valley Center for Health and Wellness, 
1400 MacArthur Boulevard, Mahwah 
 
Back pain is a leading cause of disability and affects 
more than 80% of American adults at one time or an-
other in their lives, according to the National Institutes 
of Health. Find out more about this common condition, 
its causes, and the latest treatment options available.  
Register at https://www.valleyhealth.com/events 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS SERVING IN THE MILITARY: 
 

Anthony Bollhofer, Aedan Cannon, Nick Haddad, 
Durkin McCarthy, John Morano, James Nardelli, 

Michael Ortolani, Robert Smith, 
Patrick Springer, Thomas Tesoriero 

Religious Education 

Would you like to get to know other women of faith and 
become a part of this special community? If so, give 
yourself the gift of Women's Cornerstone. It is a 
beautiful spiritual and social experience that is sure to 
make a difference in your life. There is absolutely no 
pressure on the retreat. All you need is an open heart. 
 

Register now at 
www.tinyurl.com/WCSRetreat2026 
or by scanning this QR Code. 
Registration Deadline 
Tuesday, November 17 
(or earlier if spaced are filled). 

Weekly Scripture Reflection Thursday Mornings 
Religious Education Bldg.—10:30AM-11:45AM 

(56 Passaic Street, Ridgewood) 
All are Welcome! 

 

For several years now, a group of parishioners have 
met weekly to read, study, and share the meaning of 
the texts so as to prepare for the upcoming Scripture at 
the weekend liturgy. Many have commented that it has 
deepened their faith and made a difference in their life. 
 

“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”   …
St Jerome 

 

It is not necessary that you attend every Thursday but, 
if you plan to attend, please contact Linda English so 
that materials may be available for you. 
 

Linda—lenglish122@gmail.com or text 201.207.5920 

Grades 1-6 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 2026-2027 
REGISTER NOW 

 

Any rising 9th  grade student who has not yet registered for the 2026
-2027 Confirmation program should contact the Youth Ministry 
Office now. 
 

Additionally if  you are a student in the classes: of 2027, 2028, or 
2029 and you are missing  any of the Sacraments of Initiation, i.e., 
Baptism,  First Communion, or Confirmation, you may contact the 
Youth Office now.  

 
Director of Youth Ministry, Glen McCall 

gmccall@olmcridgewood.com, 201.444.9302 

OLMC’s Ministry of Motherhood (MOMs) 
 

MOMඛ M඗ඖගඐඔඡ Mඍඍගඑඖඏ 
Wඍඌඖඍඛඌඉඡ, Oඋග඗ඊඍක 7ගඐ 

9:15AM—Kඖඑඏඐගඛ ඗ඎ C඗ඔඝඕඊඝඛ Hඉඔඔ 

Women’s Cornerstone Retreat 

Saturday, November 21, 2026 

A Powerful Witness of Faith & Hope 
 

Guest Speakers:  Larry & Casey Dorame of Miraculum 
Featured Speakers on the Hallow App 

 

Through extraordinary trials, suffering, and uncertainty, their 
story is a moving witness to perseverance, trust in God, and 
the hope that can be found even in the heaviest crosses. 
Come be inspired by a story of faith that reminds us: God is 
always at work, even in the hardest moments. 
 

Knights of Columbus Hall 
31 South Broad Street, Ridgewood 

Directly behind the church 
 

M   A  A  W !  I   F ! 
C  B ! 

ඟඟඟ.඗ඔඕඋඕ඗ඕඛ.උ඗ඕ 

 

NEXT WEEKEND’S PRESIDERS 
(always subject to change) 

 

   Sat.   10/3   5:30PM     Fr. Jakov 
   Sun.  10/4   8:00AM     Fr. Jakov 
       9:30AM     Msgr. Emery 
   11:00AM   Fr. John Carlos w/Dcn. Bob 
    12:30PM    Fr.Felix  
      3:00PM     Msgr. Emery 
     6:30PM     Msgr. Emery 
 

Late changes appear on the website 
after 12NN the Saturday of that weekend. 

When Families Gather/New family parent meeting: 

Any family that is new to the program is invited to join us 
for a welcome meeting on Sunday, 9/27@ 10:35 AM or 
Monday, 9/28 @ 7PM, Parish Center 
 

Opening Mass & Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, 10/4 @ 9:30 AM or 6:30 PM 

After Mass, all returning families should go to the parish 
center to pick up the books & materials. 
 

First Reconciliation Parent Meeting 
Wednesday, October 21st @ 9:30 AM or 7:30 PM, Parish 
Center. Please join us as we begin the journey to prepare 
your children for the Sacraments of First Reconciliation & 
First Eucharist 

 

Religious Education—201.444.0211 
Cathy Hunt—chunt@olmcridgewood.com 

Pat McGarvie—pmcgarvie@olmcridgewood.com 
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PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
(PEA) 

CHAPEL IS OPEN 24/7 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

S  27, 2026 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ILL MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH 
Dale Adamo, Lupita Alarcon, Luis Badillo, Frederick Bruno, Frank 
Brennan, Mike Bucci, Charles Buckley, Kimberly Parsons Daub, 
Nick DiDonato, Maura Gillen Eidschun, Marie Evans, Kay & Bill 
Forster, Julianna Grace Giles, Frank Gillen, Susan Hart-White, 
Joseph Hyon, Marc Johnson, Tom Keleher, Stella V. Ladera, 
Claudia LaFrance, Susan Lois, Campbell McArthur, Christine 
O’Brien, David Oswald, Margaret Peak, Linda Reo, Cathy Ricciuto, 
Art Rippas, Francis Tedaro Ristor, Michael Runz, Nancy Steen, 
Larry Switaj, Nickolas John Tedaro, Carmen Vega-Torres, 
Christina Volpe, Rochelle West, Rosemary Wright, Walter John 
Zelop, Jr. 
 

Parishioners may call the Rectory with the name of a family 
member who is sick to have them included in our prayers. 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

 

Sun. Sept. 27 11:30:AM  WFG New Families Mtg (PCA&B) 
  12:15PM  Bell Choir  (PCB) 
    1:30PM  OCIA  (MR) 
    4:00PM  Spanish Apostolate  (PCA) 
    5:00PM  Jr. High 7C (MR) 
    7:30PM  Jr. High 7D (MR) 
    7:30PM  Barabas/Schmidt Conf. Group (YCB) 
Mon. Sept. 28   7:00PM  WFG New Families Mtg (PCA&B) 
    8:00PM  Catechesis (PCA&B) 
Tues. Sept. 29   3:45PM  Jr. High 7A (PCA&B)  
    4:00PM  Choir Rehearsals  (Church) 
    8:00PM  Neocatechumenal Way  (NCW) 
Wed. Sept. 30   4:00PM  Jr. High 7B  (PCA&B) 
    7:30PM  Neocatechumenal Way  (NCW) 
Thurs. Oct. 1 10:30AM  Sunday Liturgy Scripture Study (SMR) 
    7:30PM  Knights of Columbus Social  (Hall) 
    8:00PM  Catechesis (PCA&B 
Fri. Oct. 2   9:15AM  MOMs SALT  (YCB) 
    7:30PM  Inspire YA Group (NCW basement) 
Sat. Oct.3   9:00AM  Men’s Basketball  (Gym) 
  12:00PM  Blessing of the Animals 
    6:30PM  Neocatechumenal Way  (NCW) 

Msgr. Emery would NEVER communicate 
such a need in that manner. 

Visit Our Website—www.olmcridgewood.com 

SCHEDULED ADORERS URGENTLY NEEDED 
 

Sundays:2PM-3PM, 6PM-7PM, Mondays: 8AM-9AM, 
Tuesdays: 1PM-2PM; Fridays: 7AM-8AM, 

 SaturdayS: 3PM-4PM; 

Contact Cynthia Torres, 551.574.1063 
cynthiabtorres@yahoo.com. 

HEALING MASS 
Saturday, October 3, 2026—11:00AM 

Church of the Annunciation 
50 W. Midland Avenue, Paramus 

(followed by a light lunch) 
 

Please arrive by 10:45AM for check-in/seating. 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist; Laying of Hands; 
Anointing; Handicapped Access 

 
 

Please register by Thursday, September 24: 
d.monticello@hotmail.com or 201.261.6322 

WARNING 
 
 
 

DO NOT REPLY TO TEXT MSGS. 
OR EMAILS FROM MSGR. EMERY 

REQUESTING A FAVOR. 

Thanks be to God for a wonderful barbeque with Msgr Emery 
and our team of PEA adorers. 

Inspire:  Catholic Young Adult Ministry 
Friday, October 2nd—7:30PM 
Lower Level of the School Bldg. 
52 Passaic Street, Ridgewood 

(enter through the rear door) 

All young adults aged 21-35 are invited to Inspire's First Friday meeting 
on Friday, October 2nd, at 7:30 PM in the NCW basement across from 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Ridgewood - social to follow afterwards. For 
further information,   

please email olmcyoungadults123@gmail.com. 
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Monday, Sept. 28  Wenceslaus, Martyr; Saint 
      Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs 
 +  6:30AM  Barbara Moreira 
  req John & Jean Boyle 
 +  8:30AM  Marian Brennan 
  req The Poole Family 
 +12:00NN  John Scrvanich 
  req Nick & Maria Busanic 
Tuesday, Sept. 29  Saints Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, 
        Archangels 
 +  6:30AM  Anne Robinson 
  req Barbara Greco 
 +  8:30AM  Kathleen & William Sullivan 
  req Rose Sullivan 
 +12:00NN  Miguel & Sendemio 
  req The Veloso Family 
Wednesday, Sept. 30  Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor 
             of the Church 
 +  6:30AM  John J. Gleason, Sr. 
  req Ed & Kristen Fernez 
 +  8:30AM  Kathleen Sullivan 
  req Rose Sullivan 
 +12:00NN  Anthony Faraloro 
  req The Barsa Family 
Thursday, Oct. 1  Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, 
       Virgin and Doctor of the Church  
 +  6:30AM  Dec’d Members of Mulvey Family 
  req Mark Mulvey & Joanne Dikun 
 +  8:30AM  Rose DiDonato 
  req Rosemarie & Michael Dunworth 
 +12:00NN  Paul Dominick Alfieri and 
         Rose Madeline Alfieri 
  req Mitch & Judy Santlofer 
Friday, Oct.2  The Holy Guardian Angels   
 +  6:30AM  Jamice Healy 
  req The Bessel Family 
 +  8:30PM  James Toscano 
  req Lisa Kuczkowski 
 +12:00NN Dec’d Members of Mulholland Family 
  req Monica & Ed McMcCabe 
Saturday, Oct.3   
 +  8:30AM  Nora Garcia 
  req The Engel Family 
     5:30PM  Donna & John Tarabokija  
       25th Wedding Anniversary 
  req The Family 
Sunday, Oct. 4   Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 +  8:00AM  Dec’d Rwd Firefighters 
 +  9:30AM  Antone Moreira 
  req Barbara Moreira 
 +11:00AM  James Sullivan 
  req Dennis Sullivan 
 +12:30PM  Hope Reynolds 
  req Pam Cruise 
    3:00PM  S.I. Patricia Beltran 
  req Cecilia Delgado 
 + 6:30PM  Gloria Schmitt 
  req  Richard & Patricia Pazer 

T -S  S   O  T  

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

Ezekiel 18:25-28 | Philippians 2:1-11 | Matthew 21:28-32 
 

FOCUS: God is just and rewards the humble and repentant 
heart. 
 
In our Gospel today, we hear the parable about two sons 
who are called by their father to work in the vineyard. The 
first says I will not, but changes his mind; the second says 
Yes, sir, but doesn’t go after all. 
 

Part of the message in our readings today is that it is not 
enough for us to say we are following Christ; our actions 
must match what we say we will do. Our “yes” must mean 
“yes.” That’s why the son who said he would go into the 
vineyard, but then did not, does not do the will of his father. 
It is not enough to say we are following Christ; our actions 
must match what we say we will do. 
 

Of course, there is ultimately only one Son who does the 
will of the Father perfectly: Jesus Christ. Saint Paul calls us 
to have the same attitude as Jesus, who humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of death. Jesus’ “yes” to his 
Father was complete and absolute, and he followed through 
even though that “yes” would lead to the cross. So often in 
our lives we want to obey, but when obedience becomes 
difficult, we falter from our initial commitment. In order to 
persevere in obedience, we need the humility to recognize 
that we cannot do it on our own; we need God’s grace to 
remain faithful. 
 

At other times in our lives, we may more readily see 
ourselves in the son who initially says he will not go to work 
in the vineyard and then changes his mind. Perhaps we have 
gone through life opposing God’s will, only to find that it’s 
a path that leads nowhere. Sometimes we’re the son who 
goes our own way, only to realize that our Father’s way is 
better. When we repent and change our ways – returning to 
the path of the Father—we will find life. If he turns from the 
wickedness he has committed, and does what is right and 
just, he shall preserve his life, the prophet Ezekiel tells us. 
 

Jesus’ response about sinners entering the kingdom of God 
ahead of the religious leaders should give us hope. The son 
who changed course, overcoming his initial hesitation to do 
what the father asked him, was closer to the path than the 
son who ultimately only paid lip service to the father’s 
command. Jesus’ words remind us that even great sinners 
can enter the kingdom of heaven first, if they repent. It is 
never too late to return to God and to do God’s will. And 
perhaps paradoxically, it’s often those who repent who are 
the first to find their way to the kingdom. The tax collectors 
and prostitutes of Jesus’ day knew what their earlier “no” 
led to. Once they saw what saying “yes” to God offered, 
they became zealous in seeking it. 
 

As we gather as disciples of the Lord at this Eucharist, we 
ask for the grace of humility, that we may recognize our 
need for the Lord’s grace to say “yes” and to remain faithful 
in doing all the Lord asks of us. May this Eucharist also stir 
our hearts to repentance and hope, recognizing that despite 
our failures, at any moment, the kingdom lies open to all 
who turn their hearts back to God. 



Charles J. Perruzzi, DMD
Joshua B. Austein, DMD
Mallory J. Leibman, DMD

88 West Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood, NJ
Ph: 201-652-8875 • Fax: 201-652-3333

wecare@westridgewooddental.com
www.westridgewooddental.comDental Professionals, PA

BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS
SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907

PATRICK J. BURKE, Arborist Representative
NJ CERTIFIED TREE EXPERT #431

201-444-0002 • www.bartlett.com
33 Zazzetti Street, Waldwick, NJ 07463

A Non-Profit Organization 
which provides affordable living 
for independent active seniors.

Private Bedrooms in affordable shared living environment
Pricing is all-inclusive: meals, groceries, laundry and more... 

TWO HOMES IN RIDGEWOOD, NJ
104 Cottage Place and 130 Prospect Street - State Licensed Facilities

executive@shareincnj.org | 201-670-9605 | shareridgewood.org

“Your hometown vet - 
where we practice compassionate 

care with trusted expertise!”

Dr. Daniel Eisenberg 
Veterinarian

Dr. Brittany Scott 
Veterinarian

(551) 955-0900 
www.wyckoffvet.com

690 Wyckoff Avenue 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481
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Bookkeeping
Tax
Consulting

Brian Brockway | 201-747-8447
1-37 26th Street, Fair Lawn NJ 07410

brbrockway@brockwayaccounting.com
Se habla Español

Call for a Complimentary Consultation 973-767-3923
NJ LOCATIONS: RIDGEWOOD • FAIRLAWN • SHORT HILLS

Angel Skin 
Idania Vargas, Skin Specialist
Skin Solutions (Facials) • Mature Skin 

Acne Control • Semi-Permanent Make Up 
Eyebrows Enhancement • Lip Contour 
Color Eye Liners • Diminish Rosacea 

and Much More

Gil’s Auto  
Repair

(201) 445-6672 
https://gilsautorepairs.com

Joey Jones - Owner 
joey@gilsautorepairs.com 

 
https://gilsautorepairs.com 

175 Chestnut Street • Ridgewood, NJ 07450

HOURS: 
Monday-Friday: 8am-5pm | Closed Saturday & Sunday

GOLDEN YEARS 
HOMECARE AGENCY 

LLC
Personalized and Affordable  

In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation • Ambulatory Assistance 

Bathing • Dressing/Grooming 
Running Errands • Light Housekeeping

908-801-9083 • www.goldenyearhca.com

Catherine Rose O’Brien
Senior Care Provider

cobrien63@gmail.com
914-329-9834

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x6417

License# 12417 HVAC#19HC00353900

Residential & Commercial
3 Generations Family Owned Plumbing Since 1938

Proud Parishioner & Lector

Cell 201-638-6558
Email: r.biagiphcllc@gmail.com  

Office 201-444-9533

• ELDER LAW
• MEDICAID & NURSING  
  HOME PLACEMENT
• WILLS
• ESTATE ADMINISTRATION
• VETERAN'S BENEFITS
• ESTATE PLANNING & LIVING TRUSTS
• ESTATE LITIGATION
• DIVORCE AND FAMILY LAW

SERVING FAMILIES THROUGHOUT NEW JERSEY AND NEW YORK

No Charge for Initial Consultations

201-447-2800 | www.mamannalaw.com

66 South Maple Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Member of these Organizations:
•National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

•Bar of United States Supreme Court
•Bars of New Jersey, New York & Massachusetts

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

EXPERT CHIMNEY & ROOFING

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900 • Bonded & Insured – 20 Years
Serving All of New Jersey

$1,250 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS • MASONRY
SIDEWALKS & STEPS • DECK REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

We Find & Fix Leaks!

LOCAL.  
PROFESSIONAL. 
EFFECTIVE.

Transportation & Appointments
Property Management and Home Projects
Personal Organization, Bills, Paperwork
Travel Planning, Companion for Outings

Spanish and English Communication

Phoebe Quinn
the occasional executive
571-294-5143
occasionalexec@gmail.com
TheOccasionalExecutive.com

201.447.9840

RIDGEWOOD

22 E. Ridgewood Ave. • Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Finest Ice Cream | Sorbets
Ice Cream Cakes For All Occasions

Homelike Elegance,
First-Class

Assisted Living

Mill Gardens
36 Faner Road

Midland Park, NJ

201-493-7400
www.millgardens.com



GAUGLER PLUMBING & HTNG LLC
Cell # 973-600-7118

Steam Boiler Specialist • Water Heaters & Hot W. Boilers
ALL CALLS ANSWERED PROMPLTY

Lic. 11074	 Member of Parish

Martin O’ 
Malley

MASON• Stoops • Steps 
• Concrete 

• Walks
• Interlocking Pavers 

• Retaining Walls 
• Driveway Pavers
201-444-2412 

Cell: 201-509-7477
Bergen County  

20 Years Experience

SUNDAY BRUNCH
10:30 AM

PWT
30 Oak Street

Downtown Ridgewood
201.445-5400

parkwesttavern.com

Unique
Special
Events
60-175

Lunch  
and  

Dinner 
seven 
days

	 VAUGHAN & CO. SECURITIES, INC.
	 Family Prosperity Forever • Trustee Services
	 james d. vaughan iii, esq.
	 ceo, investment advisor

	68 passaic street, ridgewood, nj 07450         jdviii@vaughanandco.com	
	 201-444-1361 ext. 1                                          www.vaughanandco.com

60 W. RIDGEWOOD AVE
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450

201-447-2888
www.ClementeOrthodontics.com

Dr. Marissa Clemente
Dr. Michael Clemente
Dr. Nicole Clemente

	 • Free Consultations	
	 • Private Rooms	 • Evening & Saturday Appointments
	 • Competitive Pricing	 • Accelerated Braces / Invisalign Options

#1 INVISALIGN PROVIDER IN BERGEN & ROCKLAND COUNTIES

	 Chef Cesar Sotomayor
	 201-857-0437
	 cafe37nj@gmail.com

37 South Broad St., Ridgewood NJ 07450
www.cafe-37.com

Call us for your private events!

M.D. DeBellis, Mgr. 
NJ Lic.  No. 5195

444-7650 
232 Franklin Ave., Ridgewood
www.feeneyfuneralhome.com

FeeneyEst. 1921

FUNERAL HOME

JOHN’S PAINTING
Local Resident & Diocesan Member

(908) 604-8759
www.johnspaint.com

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ  201-597-7100

The Best or Nothing.

         201-670-0300 • www.arthurgroom.com

MAGNIFICENT JEWELRY
262 East Ridgewood Avenue, 

Ridgewood, NJ 07450

JOE HURLEY, parishioner
201-819-7585 
jhurley@christiesrealestategroup.com

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

www.christiesrealestate.com/nnj • 201-975-4141

688 PARAMUS ROAD 
PARAMUS, NJ 07652

201.825.0660

Experts in Millwork Cabinetry & Interior Remodeling
Crafting timeless beautiful spaces  

built with precision and care.
Specialties include: Custom Kitchens • Interior Renovations  

• Built-Ins, Walk-In Closets & Mudrooms • Home Offices for Focus & Comfort  
• Moldings + Wall & Ceiling Millwork

Kris Kurnat   201.783.4391 • www.KurnatWood.com

Szechuan Cuisine

28 South Broad St. • Ridgewood
Tel.: (201) 447-3111 

(201) 447-2102

HANDYMAN SERVICES
No job too small  •  AoOL Parent
Free Estimates  •  Fully Insured
Joe Komar  -  201-873-3968
ReliableHandymanJoe@gmail.com

NJ Lic 13VH08776000
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LUNCH - DINNER - PARTIES 
201-445-2914 

36 Prospect St. • Ridgewood, NJ 
VillageGreenRestaurant.com


