Our Lady of Mount Carmel
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT—MARCH 22, 2020
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Dear Friends,
I hope and pray all are well, first and foremost physically. At
daily Mass, during the Universal Prayer (at one time called
the Prayer of the Faithful, then the General Intercessions,
now the Universal Prayer) I add an intention for our present
circumstances, first for the sick, then for their caregivers and
all health care personnel, then for all of us and finally for a
speedy end to the present medical emergency. I also hope
and pray for your spiritual, emotional and psychological well
being because this is certainly a time of stress and anxiety
about so much in our lives that we have taken for granted.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and find life
burdensome, and I will refresh you.” (Matt. 11: 28). I fear
those burdens will only increase over time. I pray the Lord
fills you with a peace that comes from a faith in His presence
in your lives and you draw strength from that to face every
day, every challenge, every burden with renewed
confidence.
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As of this writing (St. Patrick’s Day), all public masses in
our church have been suspended, the daily masses, as well as
the weekend masses, until further notice. It has been
suggested that we live-stream a Sunday mass. I am still
considering this but I know many of the parishes around us
are already doing this and I’m not sure we should just add
another one so we can say we are. In addition, the Cardinal
is live-streaming a Mass from the Chapel of the
Archdiocesan Center at noon on Sundays. Any further
information on this, or on any other event/circumstance
related to the COVID – 19 pandemic will be posted on the
website and on our Facebook page, or communicated
through Constant Contact.
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To maintain some sense of normalcy, I would like to
continue with my reflections on the Sunday Gospels for
Lent. Continuing with the Gospel readings in cycle A, as
with last week’s Gospel, today’s Gospel comes from the
Gospel of John. As with the gospel of the Samaritan woman,
it is filled with symbols. The blind beggar is never identified
by name and the word John uses to denote him implies the
blind condition of humankind in general. This blind beggar
(blind humankind) never asks for a cure, never asks to see.
In fact, he seems almost comfortable in his blindness.
(Doesn’t the world seem comfortable in its blindness to the
God Who created it. At least, until the last two months or
so). Continuing the work of the Creator, Jesus molded clay
and touched the man. This new sight that is about to be
given (not restored, because the beggar was born blind) is a
free gift from Jesus. Using mud as if it were an oil of
anointing, or as if it was the earth from which the first
“Adam” was created, Jesus smears it on the man’s eyes and
sends him off to wash (the waters of baptism) and having
washed, he returns able to see. Eventually, after two run-ins
with the Jewish leaders, he encounters Jesus again and now
Jesus offers him the chance to believe. And the man
responds that he believes, much as the Samaritan woman did
in last week’s gospel

SUPPORT STAFF
Peggy Frazza, Parish Secretary
Ex. 205, pfrazza@olmcridgewood.com
Patti Roche, Receptionist
Ex. 200, lobby@olmcridgewood.com
Joan Lalonde, Accountant
Ex. 206
Pat McGarvie, Religious Education Administrative Asst.
201.444.0211 Ex. 400, pmcgarvie@olmcridgewood.com
Jocelin Hernandez, Youth Ministry Administrative Asst.
201.444.9302, Ex. 301, jhernandez@olmcridgewood.com
Natalie McKenna, Safe Environment Coordinator
Ex. 403, nmckenna@olmcridgewood.com
2

But notice the details of this Gospel. Confusion reigns

Ridgewood, New Jersey
supreme. In the mind of the cured beggar. In the minds of the
PARKING REMINDERS

onlookers and of his parents. Only not in the minds of the
Jewish leaders because they have closed their eyes, their 1. The lot between the rectory and the back of the stores on
South Broad. This is church property and is always open.
hearts and their minds to the possibility that Jesus might just
Please do not use this lot if you are coming to shop or go to
be able to cure their hearts, which are blinder than their eyes.
any restaurant (including Sook, after mass). I know sometimes
Remember what I wrote in my column last week, “Don’t
parishioners have been doing this, and telling staff, “But I’m a
expect to be hit by lightning. Clarity, belief, discipleship, for
parishioner.” Yes, that may be true but the signs read For Our
both the woman at the well and the blind man came slowly
Lady of Mount Carmel Church and clearly mean for church
and not without effort. They needed to take that first step.
purposes only. During these difficult days, I ask everyone to
These Gospels challenge us to look deeply into the well of
respect the need we have to provide as many spaces just for
our own souls to discover whether Jesus is the one who is
that – church purposes only. This also applies to parties at the
truly giving us the answers to our lives and whether or not
K of C hall, which would not be “a church purpose,” but not to
His light helps us to see those answers clearly.” Even though
the Council meetings.
the blind man could see, only slowly did he come to
understand what that meant to him, but, in his heart, he was 2. The lot behind the Religious Education building (the former
convent) and the two white office buildings on the south side of
always open to the deeper experience. So too with us. As we
Passaic Street, with the entrance between the school and the
travel along in life, we must always be open to a clearer
Religious Education building. This lot is also parish property
understanding (sight) of the Lord’s place in our lives. This is
and is available on weekdays after 4:00 PM, because it is
especially true now, as our lives have been turned up-sideused by the school during weekdays when school is in session.
down and so much of what we counted on is now out of
It is also available all day Saturday and Sunday.
reach. Think about it.
3. The lot behind 106 Prospect Street, with the entrance and exit
Be safe. Be cautious. Be vigilant. Be at peace in your God.
on Passaic Street. We lease this lot for Saturday evening Mass
God Bless,
and on Sundays. This lot is not available during the week, even
Fr. Ron
on holydays, so please respect this reality. In addition, the lots
PS. May I suggest that you and your family use the bulletin
in the front of the two white houses are also not available for
feature TODAY’S READINGS, and the Reflections that
parking at any time.
follow as a home activity to deepen your experience of THE
LORD’S DAY during this medical emergency.
4. Metered parking spots, marked with yellow signs saying
“Interim Permit Parking Only,” ARE NOT AVAILABLE.

PARKING

STEWARDSHIP
5. SOME INTERIM PERMIT PARKING SPACES HAVE BEEN
“You were once darkness, but now you are light in the
RETURNED TO METERED PARKING: Spaces along the
Lord. Live as children of light, for light produces every
south side of Van Neste Square and spaces on South
kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.” Today’s
Broad St.—between Hudson St. & Passaic St. only.
2nd Reading reminds us that the Christian not only
keeps the commandments but “produces” goodness in
his/her life. The Christian Steward understands this call
Church
Rectory
and uses his/her gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure to
produce goodness for the Lord. Do you?
Because there were no masses last weekend, there is no
Stewardship of Treasure to report. If there are masses
this weekend, this week’s tithe for Sharing Our Gifts
will be sent to Community Meals (last week’s tithe),
providing meals to seniors in the Ridgewood area. God
bless all who are generous in support of the spread of
the Gospel.
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WILL YOU CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING TO
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL?
A number of spaces in the rectory parking lot must be
reserved for staff, including the priests. We apologize for this
inconvenience.

We know it’s good for the parish—less costly, assists with
budgeting, not reliant on mailing address changes, etc. It’s
good for the planet. And, for you, it requires no check
writing, no remembering your envelope and no fumbling
through your pocket for cash.
Find the WeShare graphic on the homepage of our website
(yellow & orange hands forming a heart). That direct link
will get you started! Any questions, you can call WeShare,
at 800.950.9952

Lent Morning Prayer
IS SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
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Lenten Mission
Scheduled for March 30, 31, and April 1
has been CANCELLED.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Registration for Weekly School Model or When Families Gather
is currently on hold. Watch for new dates to be announced.

The Church Welcomes…

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS
Weekly School Model: Meets one day per week during
the school year. You select the day/time from below.
Sundays: 10:45AM-12:15PM,
Tuesdays: 4PM-5:30 PM or Wednesday: 4PM-5:30PM

The following 13 children were baptized in Christ
during the month of February:
Lorenzo Tommaso Fricano, son of Giancarlo & Julie
Cora Jane Gnerre, daughter of Andrew & Carolyn
James Hunter Pinadella, son of Michael & Amy
Bodhi Lee Adams, son of Grant & Brittany
Annelise Jane Argiro, daughter of Thomas & Kate
Alexandria Suzanne Farag,
daughter of Ramez & Kimberly
Henry Scott Forman, son of Daniel & Kristen
Cooper Richard Gordon, son of Peter & Katherine
Morgan Kerry Palazzi, daughter of Andrew & Caitlin
John Raymond McKenna, son of Ryan & Natalie
Maximus Ronald Baez and Mason John Baez,
sons of James & Tricia
Matthew Jesus Solano Monterrosa,
son of Jonathan & Nora

When Families Gather: Meets once per month. Parents
teach the curriculum at home and the students complete
online assignments. You select the day/time from below.
Sunday: 8:10AM-9:25AM, Sunday: 1:30PM-2:45PM
Monday: 6:30PM-8:00PM

Please see the Parish Website
for additional program details.
AoOL LENTEN FISH FRY

CANCELLED
In accordance with guidelines to limit group gathering,
the Fish Fry has been cancelled.
Academy of Our Lady
CALENDAR RAFFLE RECENT WINNERS!
3/16/20 Brian Moore
#0650
$50
3/17/20 Lorrie Schiller
#1000
$50
3/18/20 Ryan Dagenais
#1355
$50
3/19/20 Denise & Ken Trynosky
#0016
$50
3/20/20 Betty Hunt
#0906
$50
3/21/20 Annmarie DiRado
#0499
$50
3/22/20 Kathleen Hennesy
#0286 $100

RCIA News
The Archdiocese of Newark recently conducted two
important RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
rites. On Saturday, February 29, Bishop Flesey presided
at the Call to Continuing Conversion for the baptized
candidates (Catholics and Christians from other
denominations) who will be receiving the sacraments of
Confirmation and/or Holy Eucharist. On Sunday
March 1, Cardinal Tobin presided at the Rite of Election
for those catechumens who will be receiving Baptism,
Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. Both groups will be
receiving these sacraments during Easter.
Our parish has five candidates who attended the Call to
Continuing Conversion: Blanca Alicia DelValle, Konner
Gershkoff, Jose Rodriguez, Karen Rodriguez, and
Porter Tarvin; one catechumen who attended the Rite
of Election: Kate Leahy. Please pray for their spiritual
formation to deepen during their journey into the
Catholic faith.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all
allegations of sexual misconduct by members of the
clergy, Religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese. We
encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual
misconduct to inform us immediately so that we may
take appropriate action to protect others and provide
support to victims of sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual
misconduct may do so by calling the Archdiocesan
Office of Child and Youth Protection at 201.407.3256.

Deadline to Register Approaching!

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY LITURGIES

Academy of Our Lady
Ladies' Night Out

To Be Celebrated at
THE CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF THE SACRED HEART

Has Been
POSTPONED

April 19, 2020 3:00PM 5 & 25 Years
Deadline to Register—Wednesday April 1st
May 3, 2020
3:00PM 50 Years
Deadline to Register—Monday, April 13th

Please watch the bulletin for a new date.

To register contact Patti Roche at:
201.444.2000 x200 or proche@olmcridgewood.com
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hsapres@academyofourlady.org or
hsavpfund@academyofourlady.org

March 22, 2020
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
CHAPEL CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

THE WEEK AHEAD
ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED
ON-SITE ARE CURRENTLY SUSPENDED.

Men’s Retreat
Loyola Jesuit Center
Morristown, NJ
May 15—17, 2020

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ILL MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH

Luke Abbadessa, Peter Andrews, Frederick Bruno, Francis
Cabrera, Reynaldo Caling, Josefa Calero, Peter Colgan, John
& Virginia Crane, Maria de la Rosa, Summer Bergh de la
Rosa, Joan D’gerolamo, Maria Garate, Kitty Gill, Peter
Goodman, Marie Hagen, Lauren Harpster Hines, James E.
Hough, Carl King, Nicholas Lintner, Anna Lobascio,
Beverly Magner, Emiteria Mariano, Juan Martinez, Delton
Mayo, Cormac McCarthy, Gary McKinney, Gemma Miller,
Tristan Morris, Joseph Pasculli, Jacqueline Paw, Troy
Pelfrey, III, Christopher Roddy, Rose Marie Rutz, Luke
Schwendeman, Donald Schwenker, Tommy Shea, Joseph
Sidote, Ross Somerville, Brian Spring, Mark Steppe, Susan
Sullivan, Mary Thomann, Patricia Uzzalino, Christina Volpé,
Sabastian Yarleque.
Parishioners may call the Rectory with the name of a family
member who is sick, if you’d like them included on our
prayer list.

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU STOPPED TO REST?
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.” ~Matthew 11:28-29

Please join men from our parish family for a quiet
listening retreat at Loyola Jesuit Center in Morristown,
NJ—May 15-17. A retreat is a time to come away from
the busy world and reflect on your spiritual life. It will
offer you a time to rest, pray and grow closer to God. The
weekend includes preached talks on a theme, daily Mass,
Reconciliation, a Healing Mass, optional private
consultations with retreat leaders, outdoor stations of
the cross and generous amounts of free time for personal
prayer and reflection. It is truly a wonderful experience
and the cost is a free will offering. All are welcome at
Loyola regardless of financial status.
For more information or to register, contact:
Deacon Bob Liwanag,
201.663.3644, bob.liwanag@olmcridgewood.com or
Bob Reilly 201.447.2430, rpreilly1@hotmail.com
Or visit www.loyola.org to register on-line.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
WHO PASSED DURING THE MONTHS OF
JANUARY & FEBRUARY
Dominick Barone, Emilio Cuccio, Paul D’Arpa,
Josephine Delaney, Ronald Drenth, Rosemarie Emerson,
Fernando Gomez, Donald Gray, Joseph Kreamer,
Theresa Myer, Bernard Nitch, Terrence O’Connor,
Margaret Paradis, Giovanna Saglimbeni, Etta Shamsey,
and Chung Tsang,

COMO REPORTAR ABUSOS
La Arquidiócesis toma seriamente cualquier y todas las
alegaciones de mala conducta sexual por parte de miembros
del clero, religiosos y personal laico de la Arquidiócesis.
Animamos a cualquier persona que tenga conocimiento de
un acto de mala conducta sexual, de informarnos
inmediatamente para que podamos actuar y tomar las
medidas apropiadas para proteger a otros y proveer ayuda a
las víctimas de abuso sexual.
Cualquier persona que desee reportar un incidente de mala
conducta sexual, debe llamar a la Oficina de la
Arquidiócesis de Protección de Niños y Jóvenes al
201.407.3256.

Mid-Lent Check in Reflection
From Our Jr. High & Youth Ministries
What have I learned so far this Lent?
When have I persevered and when have I fallen
behind with my Lenten promises?
What has been most difficult so far? How can I
help myself with this during the
second half of Lent?
Is there anything I want to do differently during
the second half of Lent?
How has my understanding of Lent grown?

GET THE WEEKLY BULLETIN DELIVERED
RIGHT TO YOUR EMAIL!

What am I most looking forward to about Easter?

Go to: www.parishesonline.com
Search: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Ridgewood, NJ
Select: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Scroll to: “Recent Publications”
Click on: “Subscribe” (right side of page)
Enter: Your Email and Name

40 DAYS FOR LIFE PRAYER VIGIL

Subject to Change!

Contact Margaret Scully for up to date information at
201.805.0937 or scullyfam@yahoo.com

Please pray for our parishioners serving in the military:
Aedan Cannon, Matthew Casale, Edgar Delgado,
Ryan Mansbach, James Nardelli, Robert Smith, Jake Taylor

When the clinic is open, this is a peaceful, prayerful vigil
across from the Women’s Choice Abortion Clinic,
10 Zabriskie Street, Hackensack, from 7AM-2PM.
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Fourth Sunday of Lent
TODAY’S READINGS

Monday, Mar. 23 Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
+ 6:30AM John Gerard Redl
req His Family
+ 8:30AM Eugenio Garrido
req The McClure Family
+12:00NN Julia Maltezos
req The Lewis Family
Tuesday, Mar. 24 Saint Oscar Romero, Bishop & Martyr
+ 6:30AM Linda Chermark
req Kathryn & Timothy Koch
8:30AM Protection of Babies
in the Womb & Their Families
req Francesca Trousdale
+12:00NN Sal Migliorelli
req Maureen & Gerard Schiraldi
Wednesday, Mar. 25 The Annunciation of The Lord
6:30AM Protection of Babies
in the Womb & Their Families
req Francesca Trousdale
8:30AM Special Intention of
Stacy & Anthony Mazzola
req Mitch & Judy Santlofer
+12:00NN James Riggi
req His Sister
Thursday, Mar. 26
+ 6:30AM Beth Tomala
req Norma Van Zile
+ 8:30AM Jane Rymer
req Betsy Murphy Sparrow
+12:00NN Deceased Members
of the Ricalde Family
req Patricia Engel
Friday, Mar. 27
+ 6:30AM Bernard McDonagh
req His Family
+ 8:30AM Vera & William Wiseman
req Jean & John Boyle
+12:00NN Blanca Elena Ortiz Parada
req Martha Monaco
Saturday, Mar. 28
+ 8:30AM Eva Carrizo
req Mariana Saieg
5:30PM For the People of the Parish
Sunday, Mar. 29 Fifth Sunday of Lent
+ 8:00AM Lydia Maffei
req Daniel Garry
+ 9:30AM Salvatore Migliorelli
req Drewann Rodney
+11:00AM Deceased Members
of the Bohan-Simonetti Family
req The Family
+12:30PM Rosemary & John Donoghue
req The Donoghue Family
3:00PM Fresia Gutierrez Andaur
& Raul Rodriguez
req Ana Maria Aros Gutierrez
+ 6:30PM Jeanne Nygren
req Patty & John Mahoney

1. 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
Having rejected Saul as king, because Saul rejected
God’s leadership in his own life and the life of the
kingdom, God now directs Samuel to find a
replacement. But it is God who will choose.
Impressed by the first son of Jesse, Samuel comes to
learn that the Lord knows far better the heart (and
character) of those who stand before him and none of
them turn out to be the one, until the youngest, David,
is sent for. And here is the one who receives God’s
spirit, the spirit David will allow to guide him and the
kingdom.
2. Ephesians 5:8-14
Darkness is the symbol of evil and death. To come to
Christ in faith is to escape the darkness. But there are
implications of living in this light. Such believers
must produce the fruits of such a life, goodness and
righteousness. They will also expose all deeds of
darkness. In all this, they must realize that the light by
which they live comes not from themselves, but from
Christ.
3. John 9:1-41
As is often the case in the seven signs presented in the
Johannine Gospel, this narrative is another example of
Johannine irony, a blind man comes to sight, literally,
but, more importantly, spiritually, while those who
are physically sighted are really spiritually blind. The
drama unfolds in the interactions between the blind
man and his neighbors, the blind man and the
Pharisees, the Pharisees and the blind man’s parents
and, finally, the blind man and Jesus. Throughout all
of these interactions, the reader follows the blind man
as he slowly comes to faith in Jesus, as the One come
from God, to reveal the truth about God and to lead
sinners back to Him.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
1. What “blindness” blocks me from seeing what my
life is really like?
2. Who are the “blind beggars” who might be able to
help me see Jesus in places I miss?
3. What one truth do I see most clearly in my life?
NEXT WEEKEND’S PRESIDERS
(always subject to change)
Sat. 3/28 5:30PM
Msgr. Sheeran
Sun. 3/29 8:00AM
Fr. Ron
9:30AM
Fr. Gustavo
11:00AM
Fr. Gustavo
12:30PM
Fr. Joe
3:00PM
Fr. Merino
6:30PM
Fr. Ron
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Late changes appear on the website after 12:00NN
on the Saturday of that weekend.

